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Created  
  Equal
“Red & yellow, black and white, they 
are precious in His sight, Jesus loves 
the little children of the world.”  How 
can we forget this.  As a child we sang 
this song what seems like every week 
in Sunday School, and now as an adult 
we hear that Jesus died that all might 

be saved.  This is a foundational truth, 
that Jesus loves people, all people, and 
calls His believers to love them also.  
As followers of Jesus (The Creator) 
how can we look the other way as 
people, that are loved by God, are 
treated as possessions, owned by other 
people.  Today, in January 2011, there 
are more people held against their will 
(slavery), than in any other time in 
history.  Many of these slaves are 
children that are sold and/or traded in 
sweat shops, the sex industry, and 
places that we eat and shop at daily.  It 
is going on in our cities and 
communities all around us and we 
can’t continue to plead ignorant or 
blind to their cries.  As Free 
Methodist, the fight for freedom is 
part of our DNA, freedom in worship, 

freedom from the power of sin and 
freedom from oppression and slavery.  
March 13, 2011 we will draw the line 
in the sand as we declare this 
FREEDOM SUNDAY.  Free 
Methodist Churches across North 
America will be asked to set aside this 
day to preach/teach and declare 
freedom for the captives.  The 
eradication of world wide human 
trafficking in our lifetime can be 
realized, but only as God’s people 
band together for freedom for the 
oppressed.  Join us March 13, 2011 
for Freedom Sunday.

Reaching across Kentucky, Tennessee, the Carolinas & the world, partnering and 
supporting ministries to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

J-Term (Indianapolis, IN) 
January 10 - 22, 2011.  
Call or write Supt. Ron or 
Free Methodist 
Headquarters for a 
brochure.

Courses Available:
• FM History and Polity
 
• Introduction to Christian                          
Doctrine  

• Isaiah 
 
• Spiritual Formation
 
• Wesleyan Theology 
 
• James 
 
• Homiletics 
  
• Pastoral Care

 

Freedom Sunday 
March 13, 2011

Join the work against 
Human Trafficking.  
Learn, equip, and 
engage.  Help see 
modern day 
slavery eradicated. 
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Tis  the                              
! ! Season 
  Tis the season to give, not 

because it!s Christmas, or 

because you have the holiday 

spirit, but because we are 

Christians.  It seems almost silly 

that we wait 364 days each year 

to express our love for one 

another.  We wait to seek 

forgiveness, mend 

relationships, care for the needy 

and less fortunate, celebrate 

family and friends, we wait to 

act like Christians.  It seems 

silly to give because it!s 

Christmas, instead of because 

we are Christians.  And to give 

gifts that cost us so little; we 

reach deep, deep into our 

charge cards and give gifts with 

little investment, when the Bible 

says that it!s not a gift if we 

don!t realize the cost (2 Samuel 

24:18-25).

  Tis the season to give, and the 

season is now, 24/7/365 days a 

year we give.  Not with holiday 

spirit but with the Holy Spirit, 

helping us give to one another 

as a response to God giving His 

Son to us (Matthew 25:45).  

Give!

Give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the 

measure you use, it will be measured 

to you."  Luke 6:38

Merry Christmas, The Balzers 

May Christ bless you this 

Christmas season, may you 

experience the blessing of 

Emmanuel through the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. May 

the Peace of Christ fill our 

homes and churches 

throughout the holidays and the 

year to come.

Reaching across Kentucky, Tennessee, the Carolinas & the world, partnering and 

supporting ministries to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

J-Term (Indianapolis, 

IN) January 10 - 22, 

2011.  Call or write 

Supt. Ron or Free 

Methodist 

Headquarters for a 

brochure. Courses 

Available 

• FM History and Polity 

• Introduction to 

Christian Doctrine  

• Isaiah  

• Spiritual Formation 

• Wesleyan Theology  

• James  

• Homiletics   

• Pastoral Care 

Freedom Sunday 
March 13, 2011  Join 
the work against 
Human Trafficking.  
Learn, equip, and 
engage.

Help see modern day 
slavery eradicated.

Spring Teen 

!     Retreat
March 18 - 20, Eagle 
Ridge Retreat Center

Conference Prayer 
Day April 7th - Join 
us for a day of prayer 
and preperation for 
Annual Conference, 
Eagle Ridge Retreat 
Center

SAVE THE DATES

Annual Conference

April 8th - 9th, 2011 
Fountain Square 
FMC, Bowling Green, 
KY

General Conference

July 13th  - 17th, 2011
Roberts Weslyan, 
New York

   IMPORTANT DATES" Volume 5 - November 2010
Spring Teen 

Retreat

March 18 - 20, 
Eagle Ridge 
Retreat Center
 
COME 
JOIN THE 
FUN!!!

Conference Prayer Day 
April 7th

Join us for a day of prayer 
and preparation for 
Annual Conference, 
Eagle Ridge Retreat 
Center 

Annual Conference
April 8th - 9th, 2011 
Fountain Square 
FMC, Bowling 
Green, KY
General Conference
July 13th  - 17th, 2011
Roberts Weslyan 
College, Rochester, 
New York

   IMPORTANT DATES	 Volume 6 - January 2011
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Missions 
Focus

 

Our own Jason Leadingham, who was 

ordained as a CMC at our last annual 

conference, spent a week in Egypt this 

past December.  Through a Free 

Methodist national interpreter, Jason 

taught leadership skills to Coptic Christian 

church leaders, helped lead a VBS for 

150 children, and even did a self-esteem 

class with Muslim women. 

Seeing the poverty firsthand, yet also the 

joy in the children's faces as they did their 

Bible stories, helped him realize that even 

as a relatively poor youth pastor, he 

simply has too much stuff, and he looks 

forward to leading an even simpler life in 

the future.  One of the villages that he 

visited was so poor the people had dirt 

floors and used donkeys for 

transportation.  This village was also 

surrounded with men with guns, but he 

was told not to worry as they were there 

for protection.  He said he never felt 

unsafe and is also thankful he never got 

sick as he stayed away from unpeeled 

fruit and ate mostly chicken and rice.

This trip cost him $1500 but Jason wants 

to go back and plans to take a group with 

him sometime in 2012.  Pray for God’s 

direction and provisions for him.

Lois Huff, 

NS Conference Missions Promoter

In Loving Memory

Ruth Ford, 89, of Bowling Green, 
died at 5:15 p.m. Oct. 31, 2010, at 
her daughter’s residence.
  The Bowling Green native was a 
loving mother, grandmother and 
sister. She was a devout Christian 
and a member of New Life Free 
Methodist Church, formerly known as 
Cassidy FMC. She was a daughter of 
the late James Nolan Garretson 
(former superintendent of our 
conference) and Ida Pearl Goff 
Garretson and the wife of the late 
Raymond Ford. Survivors include 
three daughters, Carolyn Nelson and 
her husband, Phillip, of McPherson, 
KS, Sue Cahoon of Bowling Green 
and Sharon Eagles of Alvaton; a son, 
Larry Ford and his wife, Elaine, of 
Milwaukee; two sisters, Margaret 
Croslin and Marjorie Rector, both of 
Bowling Green; 10 grandchildren; 
and several other family members.  
  Mrs. Ford named Eagle Ridge 
Retreat center as a benefactor in her 
trust.  We would like to express our 
gratitude for her loving gift.  Eagle 
Ridge continues to be an avenue for 
spiritual renewal and transformed 
lives.  Lives are being changed 
through this ministry and gifts such 
as these make it possible.  

THANK YOU:  Dear NSC, We want to thank 

you for your love and support throughout 

this past year.  It has been an awesome 

year.  We are also grateful for your 

generous Christmas gift.  We will be 

taking a much needed vacation. We are 

blessed!   Supt. Ron & Tammy

Superintendents Schedule 
Jan. 2 & 9 Bratcher’s Crossroads, TN
Jan. 16 Fountain Square, Bowling Green
Jan. 18 - Fountain Square Youth Service
Jan. 23 - 29 VACATION
Jan. 30 - Feb. 2 East Supt Mtg Orlando
Feb. 6 - Scarborough Memorial, 
             Harriman, TN
Feb. 7&8 - DL Mtg w/Bishop Roller,
  Knoxville, TN
Feb. 12 & 13 - Murphy, NC
Feb. 20 - Oakdale & Elkatawa, KY
Feb. 27 - Bratchers Crossroads, TN
March 4 - District Leaders Mtg
March 13 - Bratchers Crossroads, TN
March 15 -25 Israel, Holy Land Tour

You Can Make A Difference!
Wilmore FMC has been collecting box 

tops for education and Campbell’s labels 

for Oakdale Christian Academy.  Your 

church could do the same.  Something 

so simple can make a huge difference for 

this school.   Last year they raised 

$1900. For a complete list of labels go to 

rewardyourschool.com.  You can also 

register your purchases at major stores 

such as Krogers etc. and receive 

additional points.  When doing this 

please put in Oakdale’s zip code 41339 

instead of yours  that way they will 

receive the credit.

Coming Events, 
  Mark your Calenders

Now - The harvest fields are ripe
March 13 FREEDOM SUNDAY
March 18-20 Spring Teen Retreat
 Eagle Ridge
Apr. 7 Prayer & Fasting for AC
Apr. 8-9, 2011 - Annual Conference
 Fountain Square, Bowling Green
Jun. 8-12, 2011 - Family Camp
 Eagle Ridge
June 13-17 - Kids Camp
 Oakdale, Jackson, TN
Jul 13-17, 2011 - General Conference 
 Rochester, NY
Soon - Jesus is coming back


