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THE PROPERTIES OF HOLINESS 

By Dr. John Wesley Slider 
Based on the writings of Rev. Benjamin Titus Roberts 

 

 

There was a man who always fell asleep in church 

because the preacher was so boring and long-

winded. The preacher got so annoyed with this 

man falling asleep while he was preaching that he 

gave a big stick to an usher to hit guy over the 

head every time he fell asleep. 

Once the fellow dozed off, the usher tapped him 

on the head and the man jerked awake. A few 

minutes later, the guy starting nodding again; so 

the usher hit him again, this time a little harder. 

Again he jerked awake, but only temporarily.  

Soon his eyelids began to flutter, and the fellow 
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closed his eyes.  This time the usher hit him so 

hard that he fell out of the pew and onto the 

floor. 

Lying there the man said, “Hit me again; I can still 

hear him!” 

 

Well, we have reached the third sermon on 

Holiness.  How are you doing? 

Maybe your question to me is “Why are you 

doing this to us?” 

Holiness is an important part of the Methodist 

message.  Holiness is a distinctive emphasis of 

John Wesley and his Methodists.  It is a part of 

the Wesleyan-Methodist heritage that is kept 

alive and relevant by Free Methodists and others. 
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In the first sermon of this series I gave a summary 

of Holiness:  Holiness is our relationship with 

Jesus lived in this world.  It is Jesus living with us, 

in us, for us, and through us. 

In the second sermon I presented the nature of 

Holiness: The nature of Holiness – of holy living – 

is the nature of God – the image of God alive in 

us.  Holiness comes from God.  It is a life lived 

before God and toward others. Holiness must 

come into the believer’s heart through God’s love 

and power. 

Are you still with me?  If you are, I want to talk 

about the properties of Holiness.  If you aren’t, I 

still going to talk about it.  Our scripture for today 

is from Isaiah 1: 
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“Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil 

deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. Learn to 

do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. 

Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the 

case of the widow. Come now, let us settle the 

matter,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”   

– Isaiah 1:16-18 

 

Scientists search for the basic elements of nature 

throughout the universe to see if life can be 

supported in places other than Earth.  Wherever 

they search, they try to find the basics of life.  For 

example, they look for the basic elements of 

hydrogen … 

 

…and oxygen; 
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…and they try to find evidence of these two 

elements combining to form water – H2O. 

 

Wherever we search the properties of Hydrogen, 

Oxygen, and Water are the same.  No matter 

what we call it, the properties are the same. 

Have you heard of the proliferation of 

Dihydrogen Monoxide in our water system? 
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There has been a silence concerning the presence 

of Dihydrogen Monoxide – also called, DHMO – in 

our water system by the Louisville Water 

Company.  The water you drink has this chemical 

present.   

 

What is DHMO?  It is H2O – water! 
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Water is water.  No matter where you are or 

when you are there; and no matter what word 

you use.  The properties of water are the same. 

The properties of the basic physical elements are 

always the same.  So it is with the basic spiritual 

properties.  The natures of love and of hatred 

never change with location, language, or time. 

Holiness may have different manifestations or 

names in different circumstances; but the 

properties of Holiness are as unchanging as God 

from whom Holiness comes. 

The properties of Holiness do not change with 

the popularity of Holiness or the number of 

persons who seek to live holy lives.  Holiness 

never varies.  
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Some say that Holiness is different now in 2015 

than it was when John Wesley taught it in the 

1700s or B.T. Roberts taught it in the late 1800s.  

Some say that what makes up a holy life is 

different now than it was in previous 

generations; but that is because they have never 

seriously considered what it is that constitutes 

Holiness – the properties of Holiness. 

 

They are like those who are fooled by the DHMO 

“scare.”  They do not know the properties of 

DHMO – of water. 
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If you have H2O – whether you call it water or 

DHMO – you have all the same properties. 

So if you have Holiness (whatever you call it), you 

have all those spiritual and moral qualities, which 

taken together, form a holy life. 

Let us look at the properties of Holiness. Let us 

look at the things from which Holiness delivers 

us. We could call this the negative property of 

Holiness – not in the sense of being “bad” or 

immoral or not godly; but negative in the sense 

of subtracting something.  The Bible has quite as 

much to say about the negative property, as it 

does about the positive property of Holiness. 
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The first of the Ten Commandments reads:  “You 

shall have no other gods before me.” — Exodus 

20:3 (NIV).  

This message has been consistent from the 

beginning of the Bible’s story: It was not enough 

to worship the true God.  The requirement of 

Holiness – of a Biblical morality, of a life lived 

before God – was that no other gods would be 

worshipped at all.  Nothing else would or could 

take the place of the one true God.  Nothing 

should replace your relationship with God. 

 

King Solomon was a man of great wisdom, and 

was blessed by God.  The Kingdom of Israel 

increased in size, power, and wealth during his 

long reign. 
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But listen to what happened to him and his 

kingdom in his later years.  I read from 1 Kings 11: 

King Solomon loved many foreign women. 

They were from nations about which the 

Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not 

intermarry with them, because they will 

surely turn your hearts after their gods.” 

Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in 

love.  

As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his 

heart after other gods; and his heart was not 

fully devoted to the Lord his God. He 

followed Ashtoreth, the goddess of the 

Sidonians, and Molek, the detestable god of 

the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the 

eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord 

completely. 

On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a 

high place for Chemosh, the detestable god 

of Moab, and for Molek, the detestable god 

of the Ammonites.  He did the same for all 
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his foreign wives, who burned incense and 

offered sacrifices to their gods. 

The Lord became angry with Solomon 

because his heart had turned away from the 

Lord, the God of Israel. Although the Lord 

had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, 

Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command. 

So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is 

your attitude and you have not kept my 

covenant and my decrees, which I 

commanded you, I will most certainly tear 

the kingdom away from you.” 

  

Of the Ten Commandments, nine contain 

negative provisions. They tell us what we shall 

not do – nine prohibitions in the Ten 

Commandments!  From this we can know that 

God understands us.  He sees that there is much 

greater difficulty in our keeping from doing 

wrong, than there is in leading us, in other 

respects, to do right. 
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There are two parts to Holiness – the negative 

and the positive.  God speaks succinctly through 

Isaiah: “Stop doing wrong. Learn to do right.” – 

Isaiah 1:16 (NIV). 

Notice the order of God’s wisdom: Stop doing 

wrong; then, learn to do right.  This is God’s 

progression. 

The ancient cultures never worried about adding 

another god to their list of those who could be 

worshipped.  The Romans and Greeks would have 

happily added Christ to their group – as others 

would even today. 
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But the uncompromising Biblical witness was that 

the false gods should first be dethroned.  

Because of that Christ was rejected and His 

disciples persecuted. Christians not only maintain 

that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life; but 

that He is exclusively so. 

 

Holiness, first, implies a negative – no other gods; 

deliverance from sin. Holiness is the opposite of 

sin, as light is the opposite of darkness. The Bible 

teaches that God can destroy the power of sin in 

the life of those who have faith in Christ. 

We have covered this course before, but let me 

remind us:  Holiness does not mean that you are 

perfect in all things.  It means that God has or is 

in the process of perfecting His love in you so 

that your life shall not be ruled by sin, and your 

relationships with Him and others shall be ruled 

by His love.  The holy person still makes errors 

because of imperfect perceptions, or knowledge, 

or understandings. 
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I just took my level 2 high school volleyball test.  I 

have been officiating for eighteen years.  Before 

that I played and coached.  I scored a 94%.  Very 

few ever score 100%.  I did well.  I looked at the 

six questions I got wrong.  With five of those I 

misread the question.  One I just did not know. 

 

I just started this fall officiating field hockey.  I 

took the level 1 high school field hockey test and 

scored a 79%. I passed. 
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I never played or coached; but I did watch a lot of 

games when Heather played – games that I did 

not understand! I am discovering that most 

parents that watch field hockey do not 

understand it. 

 

I also officiate high school girls’ lacrosse. Each 

sport has different rules and a unique “culture.” I 

strive to be a perfect official in every game or 

match – to know every rule and correctly apply 

the rules in every context.  Here is a little secret:  

Every official – including me – will fail at that 

standard. 
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Where I hope and pray I do not fail in all of those 

situations is to be fair, to keep the athletes safe, 

and to provide a context for the athletes to have 

fun and to grow as persons.  Also, by God’s grace 

I hope to represent Christ in a positive way to 

everyone at the contest.  That is where God may 

give me perfection. 

 

Such it is with Holiness. Holiness is a spirit from 

God in the believer.  It is God present and active 

in and through you and me by the power and 

love of the Holy Spirit. 

 

David writes in Psalm 51 (NIV): “Have mercy on 

me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; 

according to Your great compassion blot out my 

transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and 
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cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 

transgressions, and my sins are always before 

me. Cleanse me and I will be clean; wash me, and 

I will be whiter than snow. Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 

me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and 

grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” 

Create in me a pure heart, O God.  God alone 

shall answer that prayer.  

 

And so in looking at the negative property of 

Holiness, I have stumbled upon the positive 

property of Holiness.  Simply put both properties 

are: “Stop doing evil and do what is right.” 

Holiness is really a question about who your gods 

are or your God is.  First, in the negative, turn 
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from the false gods – place no other god before 

God.  Do not give your life to that which is false, 

temporal, and temporary.  Do not sin.  That sin – 

that false God – may very well be a rigorous – 

even well-intended – pursuit of human 

perfection. 

Then, turn to God.  Do what is right by the grace 

of God.  Live your life always before God and 

toward others.  That is Holiness.  That is a holy 

life.  That is a life that lives out a spirit that has 

been perfected by God in love. 

 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and 

will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.” — 1 John 1:9 (NIV).  

Isn’t that John’s way of saying the same thing 

that we read in Isaiah?  This is the property of 
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continuing Holiness – of living holy: Turn from 

what is wrong … confess your sins; and do what is 

right … be purified by God. 

God is always active in His love for you.  Stop 

doing what is sinful.  Do what is right. 

What is right and holy is letting God work in you 

to give you a holy life. 


