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HOLINESS BEFORE THE LORD 

By Dr. John Wesley Slider 
Based on the writings of Rev. Benjamin Titus Roberts 

 

 

“Put on the new man, which after God is created 

in righteousness and true Holiness.” — Ephesians 

4:24. 

Everything valuable has its counterfeit. 

 

 



Page 2 of 19 
 

At best things that are fakes are at best, 

worthless … 

 

… and at worst, costly … 

 

True Holiness is an attribute of God. It is an 

essential attribute.  

We need Holiness. God wants us to live lives that 

are holy – worthy of His Holiness.  No degree of 

talent, no amount of learning, no abundance of 

riches can compensate for our lack of Holiness.  

The Scriptures plainly tell us that God gives us 

Holiness … 
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… to enable us to serve Him without fear in 

Holiness and righteousness before Him all our 

days. – Luke 1.74-75 (NIV) 

 

If we take any Holiness that is counterfeit – a 

false Holiness that is an imitation, a deception, a 

fake – then it is both worthless and costly to us. 

 

True Holiness from God allows us to  serve God – 

to live before God in a right relationship with 

God. 

To live before God means to live in full view of 

God – unhidden, unashamed, fully. 
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Luke describes the parents of John the Baptist in 

this way: 

Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 

observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees 

blamelessly. — Luke 1:6 (NIV) 

 

On the contrary in Genesis when Adam and Eve 

disobey God and break their intimate, personal, 

and loving relationship with God, they seek to 

hide themselves from Him and try to cover 

themselves. 
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The notion of Holiness before the Lord implies 

that there is another Holiness – or at least a 

counterfeit Holiness – that will not bear the 

inspection of God’s sight. It is a superficial 

Holiness that seeks to hide sinfulness from God 

and others. 

True Holiness implies that there is a false 

Holiness. True Holiness implies hatred of sin. 

False Holiness accomodates and accepts sin. 

True Holiness implies love for God and toward 

others. It may reprove, but it does it in the spirit 

of meekness, gentleness, and kindness. False 

Holiness points to the sin of others in order to 

raise the accuser higher.  

Let us then walk in Holiness before the Lord – in 

God’s full view.  There is no success in attempting 

to deceive God. 
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Let our Holiness before God be that to which 

Jesus calls us:   

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 

the first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments. – Matthew 22.37-40 (NIV) 

 

Jesus tells us how far our love toward others is to 

extent: 

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father in heaven. — Matthew 

5:44-45 (NIV)  
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Be holy before the Lord. Live in full view of God. 

 

The Great British naval hero, Admiral Lord 

Nelson, once opened battle upon the combined 

fleet of France and Spain, a fleet nearly double 

the British fleet. He nailed at his mast head the 

signal: “England expects every man to do his 

duty.” 

 

Is this not also the exhortation that God gives to 

us in the conflicts that come upon us in the midst 

of life? Our path, as followers of Jesus, should be 

determined by what we ought to do, and not by 
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what we feel like doing. We follow the holy 

commands of God. Let us consider one of these 

commands.  

 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully 

sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought 

to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 

coming. As obedient children, do not conform to 

the evil desires you had when you lived in 

ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, 

so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy.”  — 1 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV)  

How are we to be holy in all we do? 
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Make every effort to live in peace with everyone 

and to be holy; without Holiness no one will see 

the Lord. —Hebrews 12:14 (NIV)  

  

This requires a holy nature in us. It demands 

nothing less than a complete renovation of our 

moral natures.  

 

Our sins are our great and dangerous enemies. 

We should ask God to save us from all our sins, 

and make us holy.  

God desires to make us new creatures.  

 

His divine power has given us everything we need 

for a godly life through our knowledge of Him 
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who called us by His own glory and goodness. 

Through these He has given us His very great and 

precious promises, so that through them you 

may participate in the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires. – 1 Peter 1.3-4 (NIV) 

 

 

So, are we holy?  Let’s not evade the question. 

Let us look within ourselves.  

Why ought we to be holy?  

 

Without Holiness no one will see the Lord. – 

Hebrews 12.14 (NIV) 
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Are we holy? 

If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin. If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. — 1 John 1:7,9.  

We are made holy by God through faith in the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Who forgives sin? God only. Who makes us holy? 

The same God does. We need not despair. God 

will make even us holy.  
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When Jesus was teaching Nicodemus the nature 

of the new birth, the latter inquired “How can 

these things be?” Jesus did not attempt to 

explain the how. He insisted upon the fact; He 

made no effort to remove the mystery. To 

endeavor to do it would be as unsatisfactory as 

to try to show where the wind comes from and 

where it goes to. Those who receive it must 

receive it by faith.  

 

Jesus teaches us to believe like a child in the 

Gospel of Luke: 



Page 13 of 19 
 

Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 

it. — Luke 18:17 (NIV)  

 

Yet we are to seek Holiness as well as receive it.  

The way to seek Holiness is, to seek it with 

determination. We are not passive partners in 

our relationship with God. 

If we want God to make us holy, then we must 

cease from unholy activities. If would would have 

true Holiness, then we must set ourselves apart 

to do whatever God requires.  

In seeking Holiness come to God yourself. Realize 

that it is a transaction – relationship – solely 

between God and you. It may do good to get 

others to pray for you. But you must come to God 

for yourself. Ask God. 



Page 14 of 19 
 

 

This is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to His will, 

He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears 

us—whatever we ask—we know that we have 

what we asked of Him.— 1 John 5:14-15.  

 

 

How shall we seek Holiness? We dedicate all we 

are to God. All we have is His and has always 

been so; but it has not always been so in our 

lives. 

 

We consecrate all our selves to our Heavenly 

Father. How will we do this?  We determine that 

all acts, words, thoughts, desires, and 
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possessions shall not be ours or other persons, 

but God’s – that it is not our will, or the will of 

another, or an institution that is done; but God’s 

will that is done.  

  We read from Paul’s second letter to the 

Corinthian Church – and to us: 

 

“Come out from them, and be separate,” says the 

Lord. “Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive 

you.” – 2 Corinthians 6.17 (NIV) 

Paul is quoting scripture – the Old Testament: 

 

Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no 

unclean thing! Come out from it and be pure. –  

Isaiah 52.11 (NIV) 
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The call that is first expressed by Isaiah and then 

Paul is the same – a call to turn from false gods 

(idols).  Isaiah’s call is to the priests who tended 

the sacred objects and spaces of the Temple – 

who had turned away from their consecration to 

tend to the holy things of God and turned toward 

other gods. God’s call through the prophet Isaiah 

is for those priests to re-consecrate themselves 

to God. 

 

Paul expands this call to all Christians. When he 

wrote his immediate context was the church at 

Corinth – an important port city with many 

persons from different cultures and religious 

backgrounds; a city with many religions that 

mixed with and borrowed from each other; and a 

church with converts coming from all sorts of 

cultural and religious backgrounds, who would 
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bring all sorts of practices and habits and 

doctrines into their new Christian faith.   

Paul is saying turn away from all those things – 

make a complete break – consecrate (separate 

yourself for God’s purpose). 

 

We believe.  We believe God’s word – God’s 

promises. God will receive us. 

But into what status are we received when we 

believe? To answer this we turn to the Old 

Testament system of sacrifice. 

 

There were two stages to the sacrifice: First, 

placing the offering on the altar; and second, 

having the sacrifice consumed by the fire – not to 

be destoyed, but to be given completely to God. 
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God receives us initially as we spiritually lay our 

selves on His altar.  It is next important that we 

completely give ourselves to God.  Giving 

ourselves to God is a journey of a lifetime. 

 

To say the same thing in maybe a more palatable 

way:  God initially welcomes us onto the path of 

Holiness.  We continue through life along the 

path of Holiness with all of its bends and turns, 

ups and downs, step-by-step with God following 

Jesus. 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet 

not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 

now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 

of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
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Paul writes, “I have been crucified with Christ and 

I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” – 

Galatians 2.20-21 (NIV) 

 

And is this not a summary of Holiness? We give 

up self so that Christ may live in us; that we set 

aside our will for the will of God; that we cease to 

love self first and love God and others; and that 

we no longer live for self, but live before God and 

toward others. 

I doing so, the love of God that is in us becomes 

perfected in us. It truly becomes love for God and 

toward others.  We become more like Christ. 

 


