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King David rose to his feet and said: “Listen to me, my fellow 

Israelites, my people. I had it in my heart to build a house as a place 

of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, for the footstool of our 

God, and I made plans to build it. But God said to me, ‘You are not to 

build a house for my Name, because you are a warrior and have shed 

blood.’” – 1 Chronicles 28.2-3 (NIV) 

The Ark of the Covenant seems to have been with the Hebrew 

people from the days of Moses. This box, carried on poles, was first 

made of wood; then it was later inlaid with gold. It represented the 
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presence of God with His people; and it spoke to them of the 

protection He threw about them.  

We read of it most it seems in the days of David, the King, and in 

those times it had a distinctly military significance. It indicated the 

presence of the God of Battle. The Ark preceded the people into 

battle and was the rallying point when they were fearful of defeat. 

Through deserts, over rivers, across the mountains, into the carnage 

and chaos of conflict of ringing steel and the screams of death – into 

the mass of wounded and the smoke of burning cities, the Ark 

accompanied the people.  
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Then the wars ceased. Rivals were conquered; aliens subdued; 

peace settled upon the land.  

It was then David decided to build a Temple – a permanent 

residence for the nomadic God – a place of comfort and beauty. But 

his good intentions were stopped. 

God said to him, “You have shed blood.” And therefore the glory of 

building a Temple was not to be to David, but his son Solomon.  

It seems as though God had changed! Or else, what the people of 

God had seen was by no means a full picture of the Lord – that 
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indeed, their thoughts of Him were too small, too limited. The God 

of Battle – of provincial concerns, of a single people – was not all of 

God there is! The religion of the Temple seems to have become a 

different religion than that of the Ark.  

David’s thought of God had been somewhat limited to the One who 

crushed His people’s enemies – was concerned in immediate issues 

almost exclusively, had a very earthly character. But suddenly it 

comes to David that he is not worthy to build the Temple because of 

his sins – that a higher demand is being made than seemed present 

in the Ark.  
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The Temple spoke of quality that seemed too perfect for this world – 

of an ethical religion, of spiritual feelings. There was a sense of the 

refinement of the religion of the Ark.  

It is almost as though the Lord is saying to David that his primitive 

faith is not enough to move into a more complicated, complex time; 

that his more pragmatic religion is not entirely suited to extending 

into a more spiritual ideal.  

So, we have a picture of David with the God of the Ark – the God 

who has been by David’s side through the thick and thin. And David 
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wants to build a Temple expressing beauty and permanence. And 

God tells him, “You can’t expand to this new faith. You have blood 

on your hands. You have not totally understood God.”  

So it is Solomon, David’s son, who builds the Temple. And in the 

scriptures we hear Solomon say, “And there I have set the Ark in 

which is the Covenant of the Lord.”  

On this Veterans Sunday let us see what is happening in the passage. 

The religion symbolized by the Ark was not big enough, inclusive 

enough, spiritual enough ever to enter a higher and holier 
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expression of faith symbolized by the Temple. But when the Temple 

was completed, the Ark was set in the holiest place in it. And what is 

that lesson?  

It may well be that Solomon’s generation felt they had passed far 

beyond the generation of their fathers in their religion. But at the 

center of their Temple was the Ark of the Fathers that reminded 

them that their faith was built upon the foundation of the earlier 

faith – in faith that was forged in wandering a battle to be sure, but 

always following God. 
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They had risen to a time of peace and of prosperity … of a more 

genteel attitude, a more highly spiritual faith symbolized by the 

Temple. But the Temple was there only because of the power of 

David’s sword.  

They could now look upon the established life … their peaceful 

existence … the development of scholarship … the refinement and 

deepening of religion. But in the holy place – the very center – of the 

Temple was the Ark – the symbol of tough times and tough people 

and tough faith … of war, of struggles, of endurance, of sacrifices … 

of a less sophisticated faith.  
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Does this not say to us that as we advance the banner of God’s 

Kingdom on earth, as we reach out to include all humanity in the 

brotherhood of Christ, as we attempt to lift more beautiful spiritual 

ideals; that we must also remember with honor the foundations of 

the past on which these have been built.  

 

Several times I had the privilege of attending the changing of the 

guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 

Cemetery as that stately ritual proceeded I felt a stirring of the 
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heart, pride to have worn the uniform – just as the unknowns had … 

a memory surged within me, and for a brief moment I connected 

with the spirit of Bunker Hill … Gettysburg … Iwo Jima … Khe Sanh … 

and Al-Fallujah. I knew what was stirring in me was the Spirit of the 

God of the Ark. I knew that we must move on to a holier, peaceful, 

more spiritual faith represented in the Temple; but I also knew that 

forever at the heart of the Temple would be the Ark.  
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Reinhold Niebuhr, the German-American theologian,  says it better. 

He writes, “The Ark was placed in the Temple. The symbol of the 

God of Battles found a resting place in the Temple dedicated to the 

God of Peace who condemned David’s shedding of blood. The God 

of the Ark was subordinated to the God of the Temple, but not 

wholly excluded from its worship.  
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I must never look with contempt on those who marched with the 

Ark. It is because of them that you and I may labor at building the 

Temple.  

 

There is another thought woven around this. It is that we must not 

lose sight of the essentials – the basics of faith. It seems the Ark 

contained the tablets on which the Ten Commandments were 

inscribed, a container of the manna that fell in the wilderness, and 

the staff of Aaron that had put forth buds. Each of these symbolized 
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a religious experience from the history of the Hebrews. Each recalled 

a time when God dealt with his people in a tangible way – a part of 

their history. 

  

Do you remember the movie, “Raiders of the Lost Ark?”  One of my 

take-aways from this movie was a realization of the significance of 

relics – tangible reminders – from the foundation of a people’s 

history. And no matter how much we grow in our understanding of 
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God, we must never separate ourselves from the meaning of those 

concepts to which past generations gave their reverence.  

You may not agree with all that is being said in the name of the 

traditional faith – a lack of nuance, maybe.  But this does not mean 

that the basics of faith to which they cling are wrong. Because some 

things are done or said in a less refined manner, or because some 

things are exaggerated and open to caricature does not mean that 

the premise on which they are founded is incorrect.  
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I have a good friend who is more to the left than I am to the right – 

hard to believe?  From my perspective he makes Senator Bernie 

Sanders look like a moderate.  Our connections are my long 

friendship with his other members of his family; our initial 

ordination in the same denomination; and more importantly, we are 

brothers in Christ.  He is a UK, fan, however. 

He is a prolific contributor to Facebook.  Recently, he has been 

registering his extreme disappointment in the latest state-wide 

election results in Kentucky.  He used terms in his posts such as 
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ignorant, regressive, hateful, and others less appropriate to Sunday 

mornings to denigrate the victorious side. 

I realized he was just venting, but I always enjoy being his reality 

check. I replied to him that at least he would have the satisfaction of 

feeling superior for the next four years.  

Stepping away from that specific context to a general comment: We 

need to be careful not to scoff at those with whom we disagree just 

because cartoonists, editorial writers, and commentators find them 

a source of humor and ridicule.  What another says may be said with 
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poor grammar, or a hillbilly twang, or with less finesse, and it may be 

closer to the religion of the Ark than that of the Temple, but 

remember, that in the Ark were some items that were basic 

reminders of encounters with God.  

The Ark may represent rudimentary elements in our religious 

experience, but the more spiritualized religion of the Temple cannot 

endure without these elements.  

Elton Trueblood,  the Quaker preacher, said: “It is abundantly clear 

to thoughtful persons that the sickness of our civilization requires 
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the vigorous reintroduction of … such a central faith. A thorough-

going faith in God … Such a faith can counter-balance the disruptive 

and centrifugal forces of modern life.  

 

Then Veterans Sunday should cause us to see that along with 

generations past, we are not free of sin. There is a tendency today to 

blame everything on the errors of the past – the mistakes of others 

have made in our society, the failures, the inequities, the ruinous 

choices, and the failures.  
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There is even the tendency to blame our progenitors for our own 

personal failures. But responsibility is personal – in short, King 

Solomon was a sinner along with King David. One could make the 

case that King Solomon, despite his refinement, was a greater sinner 

– or maybe it was because of his refinement. 

Solomon may have built the Temple, but his sins were only more 

subtle that David’s.  Solomon’s father, David, was primitive in his 

faith and in his actions, but the finesse of Solomon does not hide the 

fact of his errors.  
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It was to King Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, that the people came 

saying, “Your father’s yoke was grievous upon us.” Solomon had his 

sins also. And we should never look upon the past with any feeling 

of superiority that we are without sin in our generation.  

In the book, Beyond Tragedy, there is a statement that is interesting. 

The author says, “The real fact is that the Temple of God was built 

not by Solomon’s goodness, but by David’s uneasy conscience.”  

We must remember that, rather than denigrate the past, we should 

acknowledge that they knew their failures before God and hoped 
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that those to come would build on their strength and redeem their 

failures. The Ark in the Temple reminds us that we are indebted to 

the past and obligated to bring a better future.  

 

One last thought to address on Veterans Sunday. The human 

foundation of a better world is found in David’s contrition and in 

Solomon’s wisdom, but its glorious completion is by the grace of 

God.  
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It was a long time after the Ark or the Temple that a woman of 

Sychar said to Jesus, “Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, and 

the Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 

worship.”   

Jesus said, “The hour comes when neither in this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem will men worship the Father. God is a Spirit and those 

who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth. The Father 

seeks such to worship Him.”  
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Doesn’t this mean that we do not stop with Ark or Temple, but that 

we press on to a relationship with God where our spirits act in 

accord with His Spirit – a place where I honestly see myself and my 

motives, and where I bend them to the Holy Presence of the power 

of God. Then the Ark and the Temple fade, and my own life becomes 

the dwelling place of God.  

But even then when we have risen to that which is pure in Spirit – 

true in motive; when the Kingdom of our Lord possesses all our 

heart; when we have fulfilled the religion of the Cross; even then we 
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must not forget the Ark and the Temple, for they have helped us 

along the way to discovering the Kingdom of God.  

 

This, I believe, is what we are to recall on this Veterans Sunday. 

Solomon looked at the Temple – at the Holy of Holies – in the 

central location and said, “And there I have set the Ark in which is 

the Covenant of the Lord.”  

This covenant with God is where the strength is found both for the 

nation and for ourselves.  
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Along with the memories of the past events, this day brings to mind 

the memory of the promise of the future. The religion of the Ark, the 

Temple, and the Cross will lead me on until it is finished.  They will 

lead me on until life shall find itself in that experience where all 

things are made perfect … all relationships are renewed in glory.  

 

Arthur Alexander Banning wrote these lines: 
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I only know that I shall read  

The paths my dead have trod  

And where the hearts I love have gone  

There I shall find my God.  


