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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Sing for joy, O heavens, 

and exult, O earth; 
Break forth, O mountains, 

into singing! 
For the Lord has 

comforted His people, 
And will have compassion 

on His suffering ones. 
(from Isaiah 49) 

 
INVITATION TO PRAYER 
 
Let us pray for the persecuted church, for their oppressors, for 
nations that foster persecution, and for those who ignore it. 
 
Let us read the Holy Scriptures, finding there the stories and witness 
of hope borne by those who lived through ordeals to the glory of God, 
and hear the promises of the gospel for all who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake. 
 
In our prayer for persecuted Christians, let us not narrow our 
compassion for all who suffer, whatever their profession or creed; let 
no hatred or prejudice enter our hearts for anyone. 
 
Called by the Holy Spirit to unity with the persecuted, let us 
enter into their suffering, repenting of our ignorance, refusing 
to be silent, ready to reach out to them in their isolation. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING from Matthew 5.1-12 
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Now when Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to Him, and He 
began to teach them. He said: 

 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and 
be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

  
 
SCRIPTURE READING from Romans 8.18-39 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the 
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
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while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in a 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to His purpose. For those whom 
He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, in order that He might be the firstborn within a large family. And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called 
He also justified; and those whom He justified He also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for 

us, who is against us? He who did not withhold His own Son, but 
gave Him up for all of us, will He not with Him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, "For your sake we 
are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING from Revelation 6.1, 9-11; 7:9-12; 21.1-7 
 

Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures call out, as with a voice of thunder, 
"Come!" 
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When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slaughtered for the word of God and for the 
testimony they had given. 

They were each given a white robe and told to rest a little 
longer, until the number would be complete both of their fellow 
servants and of their brothers and sisters, who were soon to be killed 
as they themselves had been killed. 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They 
were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Amen! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, 
robed in white, and where have they come from?" 

I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." 
Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of 
God, and worship Him day and night within His temple, and the one 
who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no 
more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and He will guide them to springs of the water 
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And 
I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is 
among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will 
be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them; He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 
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and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away." 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am 
making all things new." Also He said, "Write this, for these words 
are trustworthy and true." Then He said to me, "It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be 
their God and they will be my children.” 
 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Holy are You, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ.  By the 
baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection You gave birth to 
Your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  On the night in 
which He gave Himself up for us He took bread, gave thanks to You, 
broke the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, eat, this is 
My body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me."  
When supper was over, He took the cup, gave thanks to You, gave it 
to His disciples, and said, "Drink from this, all of you; this is My 
blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me." 

In remembrance of Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the message of the 
mystery of our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these 

gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, that we may be for the world the Body of Christ, redeemed by 
His blood.  By Your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final 
victory.  Amen. 



 

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO WWW.PRAYFORPERSECUTED.ORG 
Page | 6  

Q: Why the “ن”? 

A:  ن is the Arabic letter NUN (“N”). This is the first 

letter in the Arabic word “Nazarene” that has been 

painted on doors of Christians in Iraq and Syria, by the 

Islamic State (ISIS) to identify Christians' homes. 

 

Q: Why orange? 

A: Orange is the color of the jumpsuits worn by Christians before their 

executions by the Islamic State. 

 

Q: Why orange and white ribbons? 

A: Orange is a reminder of persecution today.  White is the 

liturgical color representing purity, sainthood, and 

martyrdom. 

 

Q: Why pray for persecuted Christians on All 

Saints’ Day? 

A: All Saints' Day is a solemn occasion 

celebrated on the first of November by 

western Christians.  It is a day that honors all 

the saints, both known and unknown. 

Christians who celebrate 

All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day do so in the 

belief that there is a spiritual bond between those in 

heaven (the “Church Triumphant”), and the living 

(the “Church Militant”). 
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