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THOUGHTS AFTER 9-11 

 

“The Lord’s justice will dwell in the desert, His 

righteousness live in the fertile field. The fruit of 

that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be 

quietness and confidence forever. ‘My people 

will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure 

homes, in undisturbed places of rest.’”  – Isaiah 

32.16-18 (NIV) 

When I began our series of sermons on Holiness I 

said that there may be Sundays where I would 

interupt the progress – for significant events.  

This Sunday I want to push the pause button. 

Today is September 13th – two days after Patriot 

Day – our day of remembrance of 9-11 – 

September 11th, 2001. 

Maybe you did not realize that Friday was Patriot 

Day.  I was aware only because when I turned on 

the news that morning, there was coverage of 
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various memorials from New York and 

Washington, D.C. 

Lillian and I were driving early evening of Friday 

and out-of-the-blue (at least for me) she asked, 

“Who died?” 

Now in itself that question is a perfect example of 

on of the differences between men and women 

… and of most of the conversations that Lillian 

and I have … if I could actually recall any 

conversation. 

I have been told that another difference between 

men and women is that women as a form of 

recreation and relaxation, enjoy reviewing and 

analyzing conversations.  Men, to the contrary, 

can never recall ever having had a conversation. 

“Who died?” she asked. 

The were a long pause as my mind began to 

engage and think through all of the possible 

answers.  “Lillian, I understand your words, but I 

do not get your context,” I said weakly. 
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“Who died?” She repeated and then gave me 

more information.  “I’ve seen three flags and half 

mast.  Who died?” 

So we get to another difference between men 

and women.  When men drive, they drive;  when 

they watch TV, they watch TV.  Men’s minds are 

on a track from point “A” to point “B.”  Men are 

wired to be hunters who track their quarry until 

the hunt is successful, or their wives ask a 

question that throws them completely off track. 

Women can receive information from all 

directions and process various stimuli at the 

same time … while conducting a conversation.  

So, women are gatherers – taking in everything 

around them from every direction. 

By now you realize that I was stalling.  I had two 

bits of information: (1) She thought someone 

died; and (2) Flags were at half-mast.  I had not 

noticed the flags; but I had gotten on a new 

thought track … and missed my turn. 
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“Oh!” It came to me, “It must be in memory of 9-

11 – Patriot Day.” 

We had solved the mystery.  

It was then that I thought I would pause in the 

Holiness series and offer some thoughts after 9-

11. 

So Saturday morning, without distractions, 

surrounded by silence, and devoid of inspiration I 

sat gazing out the window. I watched the clouds 

and sunlight – mixed signals of both foreboding 

and hope. And I thought how like the the future 

as we think of Patriot Day fifteen years from now. 

The areas in which we must make wise decisions 

are so numerous as to be awesome – individual, 

family, church, community, nation, world. How 

overwhelming the future appears from today.  

What will life be on Patriot Day 2030? Is there a 

way to guarantee the future –to be able to direct 

the flow of history, to assure the right world in 

which we and the coming generation could live?  
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I have been reading in the Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah and I remembered a verse: “The work of 

righteousness shall be peace and the effect of 

righteousness quietness and confidence forever.” 

It is Isaiah 32.17.  I read verses 16-18 from the 

NIV to start; but here is verse 17 from the KJV: 

“The work of righteousness shall be peace; and 

the effect of righteousness quietness and 

assurance forever.” – Isaiah 32.17. 

Here is the promise for the future. Here is the 

method by which we can help guarantee the kind 

of world that is to come. This verse contains the 

formulae for preserving the best and most 

wonderful those who follow us.  

The way is “righteousness” – not some esoteric 

system, not some activity that is far removed into 

the future, or beyond our individual grasp; not 

some elaborate scheme; but simply 

righteousness. 

In the Old Testament the simplest meaning of 

“righteousness” was “to keep my relationship to 
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God right.” It is not a set of laws by which to 

abide, but rather keeping in touch with the 

Heavenly Father. 

With the possibility of the future what can I do? 

“Keep in touch with God,” says Isaiah. “Keep right 

with God.” 

I remind you that Isaiah was writing to times such 

as we face. He was warning of impending 

cataclysm, of defeat, and exile. He is telling his 

community of faith and his nation how to endure 

– how to insure the future.  

Paul, to a different generations, writes, “I am 

astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you to live in the grace of Christ 

and are turning to a different gospel— which is 

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 

throwing you into confusion and are trying to 

pervert the gospel of Christ.” – Galatians 1.6-7 

(NIV) 

It seems that confusion is entering our world and 

the Church, the Body of Christ.  We hear different 
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words, different views, different messages.  Upon 

what can I count with so much uncertainty and 

such confusing possibilities for the future? 

I can count on righteousness to bring peace, 

stability, hope – which is to say, I will always 

know the way forward. I will always know what is 

necessary to produce the life and the world I 

want.  

US Senator Daniel Webster from Massachusuetts 

saw this in 1847 when he said:  “If truth be not 

diffused, error will be. If God and His Word are 

not known and received, the devil and his works 

will gain the ascendency. If the evangelical 

volume does not reach every hamlet, the pages 

of licentious and corrupt literature will. If the 

power of the Gospel is not felt through the length 

and breadth of the land, anarchy and misrule, 

degradation and misery, corruption and darkness 

will reign without mitigation or end.” 
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That says it very well. Righteousness is the key 

that will cause all other items to fall into the 

proper place. Reflecting God and His love and His 

message and His Holiness will take us safely into 

the future with all the problems that seem to be 

between us and that time. 

(Well, I snuck Holiness into the sermon, didn’t I?  

Indeed righteousness – living in a right 

relationship with God – is Holiness.)  

Benjamin Franklin saw the same problems in the 

founding days of our nation when he addressed 

the Constitutional Convention in 1787.  That body 

had reached an impasse and Franklin spoke: 

“In this situation of this Assembly groping as it 

were in the dark to find political truth, and scarce 

able to distinguish it when presented to us; how 

has it happened, sir, that we have not hitherto 

once thought of humbly applying to the Father of 

Lights to illuminate our understanding?” 
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Indeed, the formula has not changed for 

preserving a person, or a family, or a nation – 

righteousness! 

If my country refuses to appeal to God as an 

individual I may still do so, and find the same 

assurance and hope. If my community or 

neighborhood turns from the way of 

righteousness, my family may still seek His way. 

I can count upon the Guide Book to be at hand. 

No matter what happens the Word of God will be 

available.  

 

Did you to know that several important editions 

of the Bible have been deposited in various 

places for safe-keeping in case of some 

devastation or catastrophy. In the United States 

they have been placed at the University of 

Colorado at Boulder, Dartmouth College in New 

Hampshire, and in New York City. 
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But I am referring not so much to the actual 

physical depositories of the Word of God, but 

rather to the fact that we may be certain that the 

Word of God will always be available to us. Jesus 

said something to that effect when He spoke of 

world disorder, the shaking of the powers of 

nature, and personal confusion, and then said, 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will never pass away.” – Mark 13.31 (NIV)   

Jesus is saying that somehow righteousness will 

always be before us. There will be markers on the 

path of following Jesus. The direction will always 

be available to us no matter what happens 

Peter says in his first letter: “You have been born 

again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring 

Word of God..” – 1 Peter 1.23 (NIV) 

And what about that grand assurance: “The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
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only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.” – John 1.14 (NIV) 

  We can never lose that inspiration – that guide 

for living. I can count on the prescription for our 

security as being righteousness – and I can count 

on the directions for achieving this as being 

always available.  

Paul writing to Timothy said, “All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God[a] may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” – 

2 Timothy 3:16   

 

Then also I can guarantee you that Jesus Christ 

will remain the highest example of human life, 

the only begotten Son of God and our Savior. 

A Gallup Poll taken back in 1980 when I was 

ordained astounded me.  It revealed that thirty 

percent of the United Methodist clergy – the 
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group I was joining – did not profess to believe in 

a basic statement of the Christian faith and the 

New Testament:  That Jesus Christ was and is 

fully God. 

An opinion poll, however, will not change the 

truth – no matter what the percentage on which 

side. A popularity poll does not change the basic 

fact that Jesus Christ is Lord! He is not running for 

office, nor soliciting votes. The truth about Jesus 

Christ does not depend upon whether one 

person or one billion accept Him.  

“The kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and He 

will reign for ever and ever.” – Revelation 11.15 

(NIV) 

I can promise you that whatever happens, Christ 

will remain as the supreme revelation of God and 

the supreme example of what humanity is to be. 

Nothing in all the ages will change that.  
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They took Him out when the dew was fair, 

And the eastern sky was aflame.  

They showed Him a cross all stark and bare,  

A thing of dishonor and shame;  

And, they supposed, when they nailed Him there  

No one would believe on His name.   

But time has proved otherwise.  

 

There is a story of the Battle of Waterloo that 

tells how the news was to be flashed by 

semaphore from one station to another, and the 

entire future of Europe hung upon whether 

Wellington or Napoleon won. If Napoleon won it 

would introduce a new dark age upon Europe.  

One of the semaphore stations was atop 

Winchester Cathedral and after the battle they 

received this message: “Wellington defeated….”  

And a patch of heavy fog obscured any other 

message. But the watchers continued on the 

tower and finally, when the fog lifted, this was 
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received: “Wellington defeated … the enemy at 

Waterloo.” 

  

Do not allow the confusion of this time or any 

age of history to obscure the final fact that Jesus 

Christ is still the victor over all things. The Letter 

to the Hebrews tells us: “At present we do not 

see everything …. But we do see Jesus….” – 

Hebrews 2.8-9 (NIV)   

And that is the way it is. He will always be the 

supreme revelation of God and the Savior of 

mankind.  

 

Matthew Arnold, the British scholar and poet  

wrote: “Nothing will do except righteousness and 

no other conception of righteousness will do 

except Christ’s conception of it.”  
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On one more thing we may count when we look 

to the future: The Spirit of God will be present. 

The passage for today’s sermon was Isaiah 32. 

16-18. If we had started from the first verse of 

chapter 32 we could have seen the full context 

from Isaiah’s day. From the beginning of chapter 

there is felt the threat of disaster, chaos, defeat; 

and then after that a prediction of hunger, 

disease, failure.  But there appears a sudden 

word at verse 15: All the disasters will occur 

“…until the Spirit is poured on us from on high.” – 

Isaiah 32.15 (NIV) 

And then justice and righteousness will abide, 

and the effect of righteousness will be peace and 

quietness and confidence.  

The Spirit of God was there always there through 

all the times. It never left them. They lost touch 

with that Spirit, but that Spirit never ceased to be 

where they could find it.  
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Read the eighth chapter of Romans. Hear Paul 

speak as to the availability of the Spirit. I read 

portions of Romans 8: 

“Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

children of God. The Spirit you received does not 

make you slaves, so that you live in fear again. 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are God’s children. I consider that our present 

sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation 

waits in eager expectation for the children of God 

to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to 

frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 

of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 

creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 

to decay and brought into the freedom and glory 

of the children of God. For in this hope we were 

saved. The Spirit helps us in our weakness. And 

we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love Him, who have been called 

according to His purpose. If God is for us, who 

can be against us? Who shall separate us from 
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the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” – Romans 8 (NIV) 

And does this work? Is it valid in this world of 

today?  

 

There was a pastor who for fourteen years was a 

prisoner of the Communists – much of the time 

in solitary confinement. He endured horrible 

tortures and intense loneliness.  After his release 

he wrote a treatise about his experiences called 

“A Sermon to My Soul:”  
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“Today I burst out into yelling cries…. I have often 

heard such cries in the deep silence of our 

prison…. We all knew that one of us had become 

mad…. They have put me in a straight-jacket, 

tightly bound…. They have put a gag in my 

mouth…. The only one to whom I can speak is 

you, my soul…. The enemies of Jesus took away 

everything He had…. Naked He hung upon a 

cross…. His foes stood round it rejoicing, but at 

the last minute He took away their joy by saying, 

‘Father into Thy hands I surrender my spirit.’ He 

had one thing they could not take away from Him 

and by this He lives and rules forever more. There 

is no one who can destroy you, my soul.”   

 

And there is where my hope lies fifteen years 

from now in the year of our Lord 2030. The door 

is still open through righteousness and the 

direction still clear in the Word. The way is 

revealed in Christ. The inspiration ever present in 

the Spirit.  
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Lord Tennyson wrote the poem “Ulysses.”  In his 

verse we can hear the invitation of God:  

Come, my friends, 

‘Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 

Push off, and sitting well in order smite 

The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds 

To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths 

Of all the western stars, until I die. 

It may be that the gulfs will wash us down; 

It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles, 

And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. 

Though much is taken, much abides; and though 

We are not now that strength which in old days 

Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we 

are, 

One equal temper of heroic hearts, 

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 

 

These are some thoughts I had as I watched the 

clouds and the sunshine on September 12th, 

2015. 
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Come, my friends.  It is not too late to seek an 

newer world – to strive, to seek, to find, and not 

to yield. The work of righteousness shall be peace 

and quietness and confidence forever. 


